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missing out on the postseason for the third straight season, Golden State
Warriors coach Mark Jackson was blunt in discussing what was lacking in his
team that led to another third-place finish. "Our execution is terrible," Jackson
said. "I said it yesterday. We let teams back in at the right time and make
plays. We're not able to do that." The Warriors came into the final day of the
regular season trailing Miami and San Antonio by 1.5 games for the eighth
seed in the playoffs, but fell in overtime to the Heat to end their season on a
six-game losing streak. Draymond Green, who played a limited role with
injuries to Stephen Curry and Klay Thompson, suffered a strained left calf
muscle in the final quarter of the game and will need to go through a series of
tests. If he is cleared, it would be his first game back from the injury. "I'd say it
doesn't feel like it's been a bad year," Green said. "We've worked hard. We've
got a good nucleus, and we've just got to be better at executing. If the guys are
doing what they've got to do, there is a lot to be proud of. We've just got to get
a win here and move on." Golden State had a chance to tie the season series
with the Spurs and secure the No. 8 seed in the playoffs with a win but
collapsed with a 54-43 overtime loss to the Miami Heat at Oracle Arena on
Saturday. The Warriors have never been knocked out of the playoffs as the No.
8 seed in the postseason. The last time they were eliminated in that fashion
was in 2013, when they lost to the San Antonio Spurs in five games in the first
round. "Our performances all around the floor were really hard to overcome,"
said Jackson, who was also fined $25,000 by the NBA for violating the league's
social media policy. "I know we can compete better than we did. I feel
confident about the group of guys, but we have to get better. "We've got to do
a better job of finishing games, doing the little things at the end of games, not
just dropping
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